Position 4: Jeana Gonzales and Debbie Hays

Interview with Debbie Hays at Chapin Park on Saturday, April 17, 2021 at 10:25am

DE: Can you tell me what it was that made you want to run for school board?
DH: It was because of what I’ve been reading in the newspaper in terms of the ethics
investigations against the current board.
DE: Have you ever run for any political position before?
DH: No I haven’t. But I’m a mom of three young kids and work full-time in a position I’ve
excelled at. I want to create a place, a safe place, for my kids to go school as they grow up and
this seemed like a good way in. And obviously, there are a lot of issues over there that need some
attention.
DE: Have you read any of the other articles in the newspaper concerning the equestrian coach?
DH: Yes I have. I’ve read them all I think.
DE: What is your impression of what’s going on.
DH: Well at first I thought this is just a group of sue-happy people ...
DE: There is no lawsuit.
DH: What?
DE: No one is suing the school or there isn’t any lawsuit that has been filed yet.
DH: You’re kidding me. I did not know that.
DE: All the families want is for a volunteer coach to stop hurting their kids and that is all they’ve
ever asked for. Does that make you think differently about what is going on?
DH: Yes it does because if all they want is change then why is a volunteer still coaching?
DE: That is the $64,000 question. We have no idea. But all anyone has ever wanted is for her to
be removed so she cannot continue to hurt other students.
DH: I didn’t know that but the ethics investigations are why I feel it is time to get involved. I just
don’t understand how a school board can be part of so many on-going investigations.
DE: Would you make a commitment to learning proper District 62 policies and procedures?
DH: Absolutely. That’s one of the reasons we are in this mess because no one seems to know
what they are doing. We have been watching the school board meetings to get an idea of how
they are supposed to be run and they are so casual, so unprofessional, like anything goes. It
makes me wonder if anyone knows the policies.
DE: It makes me wonder too. Do you know what the hierarchy of the school board?

DH: I know they are supposed to be in charge of the superintendent and officials at the district,
not the other way around. The way they run meetings it seems Mr. Didway is in charge of
everything and the school board just goes along with anything he says. It’s not supposed to be
that way.
DE: How comfortable do you feel standing up to fellow school board members even if they are
your friends?
DH: Very comfortable. Our mission is to follow policy, to ensure others are doing what they are
supposed to do, to listen to parents and students with complaint and try our best to find a
resolution if we can. It is our duty to stand up for the students in our district because if we don’t
who will.
DE: My thoughts exactly!

DEBBIE HAYS ANSWERS TO MY QUESTIONS:

