Position 3: Mike Canchola and Jason Kemmerich

Interview with Mike Canchola in person at Chapin Park, Saturday, April 17, 2021 at
10:00am.
D: Can I ask why you want to run for the OC School Board position?
M: Even though my kids are all grown I am the current President of the Oregon City Youth
Football Association and am very active in the community helping kids.
D: May I ask what it is you do?
M: I work as a contractor
D: Have you heard about the numerous investigations going on at the school?
M: I have heard about it and it really concerns me.
D: Which part?
M: That no one is standing up for the kids. It seems like the board is only trying to cover their
tail.
D: Is there anything else?
M: The bullying part really bothers me. As a coach it is our job to inspire the kids, not destroy
them which is what bullying does. There was this kid with Down’s Syndrome who loved football
so much he came to every practice and every game so I made him our team captain. Then one
day he didn’t show up which wasn’t like him at all. I went to his house to find out what was
going on and it turned out one or two of the guys on my team had bullied him as he walked home
from school. Now he was too afraid to come back. I went to the houses of the two individuals
who bullied him and spoke with their parents. They agreed to get involved to make it stop. I then
went to members of the community and other super fans at our games and asked them to get
involved. In short, we had a mini-welcome back party for this kid who was so surprised and so
happy that we did this. He hasn’t missed a game since. That’s the kind of person I hope to be,
one that inspires, and lifts kids up, not someone who pushes them down. It is our responsibility
as parents, as adults, to stand up for these kids.
D: Can I ask if you intend to answer the list of questions I sent to you?
M: I absolutely do but I’ve been super busy clearing up trees due to the storm. When do you
need it by again?
D: Monday evening.
M: Okay I will do my best to get it to by then. I glanced at the articles and the documents you
sent but I just didn’t know. I just didn’t know.
D: Didn’t know about what?
M: I mean who marked up that report and attached those emails.
D: I did.

M: Okay so ... I just wasn’t sure how trustworthy it was I mean ...
D: No I don’t actually.
M: I mean anyone could alter a report.
D: Perhaps but it is available in the public domain, anyone can get a copy of it. If you read the
articles I sent with the email there is one that states the district was aware that Andy lifted
sections of the report from Angie’s emails so they admitted they knew. They just didn’t know
how much exactly was lifted which is why I enclosed it for you all to see. I would also like to
know if you will make a commitment to learning the school policies and procedures?
M: Yes I will. I mean I don’t know them now of course but before I take a seat on the board you
have my commitment that I will do my best to learn and ask questions if I don’t know the
answer.
D: That is all I ask.

Mike Canchola’s Answers:

